LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2005 = PAGE 5

L.A. Attorneys Help Holocaust Survivors
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Holocaust  Compensation  Assistance
Project of the New York Legal Assistance
Group. She estimates 80 percent (v %) per-
vent ol her clients were rejected on their
first try.

Paralegal Barry Greenstein of The
Marks Law Firm, a private New Jersey
firm that handles appeals for 2,000 pen.
sion appheunts, said his initial rejection
rate is %0 percent

“That's the standard,” Greenstein said.
“And the clients are passing away al a
substantial rate,”

Mark Rotlunan, a lawyer at Bet Tzedek
Legal Services who is helping 200 Los
Angelesarea Holocaust survivors apply
for pensions, said all of his pension appl-
l:uljuu_s were imitially denied for seemingly
Capricious reasons.

Most of their appeals were rejected,
toa, he said

ble; the one born in
1930 was  mitially
found ineligible and
it was reversed,” she
said “The [German)
social security
administration  just
looked at his birth-
date,” she said.

Rothman said the
German standard “is
far too narrow 1o
make this law effective "

“Ihey created a law, and in its imple
mentation, they've abmost implemented it
out of existence,” he said.

Complicating matlers is the average
age of survivors, now over 7(.

Memonies are fading and it's hard to
find witnes
more than
said. Addiu

newring alal
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of the German socal courts, might be
heard. But Rothman said it's a strong
case: Urzech has found a withess who can
testify he was in the ghettos.

Orzech said he was in and out of the
ghettos, doing a vaniety of odd jobs for the
Germans,

He worked for the transportation
department, he helped clean German
army barracks: helped build the Plaszow
concentration camp where he later lived;
worked in a factory for Messerschnudt;
and took a warchouse job in a Nazi uni
form factory to watch over his sisters, sev-
cral of whom were employed as seany
sIresses.

Orzech said the German officials don't

acknowledge the Krakow ghetto was
Aiddad intan tu nacte




