
California
LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL • WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2008 - PAGE:

San Diego Lawyers Rally for Reparations Program
By Pat Broderick

a ‘ii ira’ ta’fW(tør

SAN
DIEGO — Can a onetime

pa ment of S 3 000 make up for
the misers suffered b the survi
‘VON of thc Holocau%t

“It dosn’t sound like an €nor
tuouc amou it of money. but for
a lot )f sirVior% who live well
below th povert) limit, that kind

I money can n ak- a huge differ
nce in thair quality of life,” said

Michael I evinson, a partner in
he San Diego office of Cooley

Gothard Kroniqh
I vinson, who serves on the

r n s pro bono committee, is
working with the local office of
Latham & Watkins to find and
assist thos eligible for Germany’s
iPw st reparations program. I he

(mtrpa( h eflnrt is part nf a recent
iationwide rollout. following a
ix month test run by Bet Tzedek
Legal Services in Los Angeles.

I hose eligible to collect the
stipend — considered by the Ger’
man gowrnment a sort-of Social
eturity payment — must have

ilunteered” for jobs in German
otrolled ghettos in Europe and

‘shanghai during World War II, as
pposed to having been conscript
‘I info lae labor camps.

I h work they did could have
fly )lved an thing from sweeping
thr streets to picking up dead hod

“S, ording to Stanley Levy, a
sf’nior attor ne’ in the 1 os Angeles
‘aw firm ot Manatt, Phelps &
Phillips, who has bt en oversee
ing the nationwide r illout

arlo r t isO r o the pro
“ran pnwcd to bo rumhrsome,
a ith 90 Oerr’ ilt f tl’ app’u ations
ccg rejtL I o r teehnh.al

rt mIs, I vv said
Fit crt I is (, rman Ii inc ellor

a Mt i 1w 1 w th re ating a
r wi rk iF’t progra n

‘In i oct ss trll at he hal
spt calh for thc elderly.

i st ‘ “dId tel — w h 1, gal
is in It 3

w F r c tabu” at
at i t th l t 4’ti t U liae

r ‘his ahich i sO

s ‘Iv i i hi.,cal )ou

I ti g’ t law ers in oh ed,

Levinson said.
The local firms, which also in

clude Heller Ehrman and Paul
Hastings, will be coordinating
their efforts with the Jewish Fam
ily Service office of San Diego.
Over the next tew weeks, they
plan to launch a campaign that
will include fliers, newspaper
notices and announcements at
synagogues and community cen
ters around San Diego.

In its earliest hours, the local
effort has generated a lot of en
thusiasm.

“A number of people are eager
and willing to get involved in the
project,” said Catherine Caou
ette, vice chair of Paul Hastings’
San Diego pro bono committee.
“It’s very compelling from a hti
manitarian standpoint. ‘iou are
dealing with people who have
been waiting a long time to get a
little bit of justice. You don’t think
that the people you pass on the
street could be Holocaust survi
vors, and the idea that there are
people within our community who
could be helped is very exciting,”

fhe local lawyers are tapping
into the experience of their Los
Angeles counterparts, courtesy of
a training sideo that is being sent
out to participating firms

‘Vt hat has worked in I. A. will
probably work in San Diego,”
said Amos llartston, pro bono
counsel in the Los Angeles office
g I atham & Watkins.

I his has involved se ttmg up legal
limits throughout the community

wh re local law)ers help those cli
gible fill out the applications

‘It can br a very moving cx
perience,” Hartston said ‘Any

attorney can do it, whether they
are young or a senior partner, or
whether they work in l’igation o”
transactional matte rs”

In addition to San Diego and I os
Angeles, the list of participating
places so far incudes San Francisco
and the East Bay, Orange Counti,
New York, New Jersey, Hartford,
Conn, Boston, Philadelphia
Washington D C. , Miami, tIanta
Chicago, Detroit, Houston, Dallas
Denver, Milwaukee, Omah i, Neb
Phoenix and luscon, Aria.

“ihe list is expanding almost

every day,” I evy said.
In San Diego, 1 evinson expects

to id ntifF inly a fraction of the
number b ing processed in Los
Angdes whmch has a substantial
Jewish population. But Elissa
Barrett, pro bono dirt tor for bet
fzedek, said that dot sn’t matter.

“We have helped 000 in Los
Angeles. but if San Diego helps
100 or 200, the t I fort will have an
equally signifk ant impact,” Bar
rett said, “We wouid not be able to
reach all of tht survivors without
these kinds t1 nartnership—

Accordim g t i 1 evv, there are an

itimated 130,000 Holocaust sur
‘ivors in the L’nited States. The
berman government estimates
-ome 20,000 of those could be eli
gibk for the onetime payment.

“We hope we will reach as many
survivors as possible,” said Bar
rett, noting that her agency has
rt’aliaed a 100 percent success
rate of the 118 applications that so
far have been fully processed “We
have suth an amazing team ‘Ihey
h we tr ated an airtight process.”

Ihe clock is ticking, Levinson
said

We are going to act xpedi
tiously, and get this done in the
next few months,” he said. “Our
pupulation is getting to the point
where many have died from old
age. [he youngest are in the their
mid- to late-60s, and more likely
are in their 70s and 80s,”

Barrett hopes that the local
partnerships, such as those now
tarting in San Diego, will be “the
beginning of a new innovative
model to deliver key legal services
to seniors,”

“Survivors have a host of legal I
needs that are common to many i

seniors,” Barrett said, “This is
a way to txplon ways to help
them,”

The reparation program goes
beyond the cash payment, said
Barrett, who lost family members
during the Holocaust,

“It’s fascinating to me how little
very well-educated people know
about the Holocaust,” she said
“And, it’s an opportunity for us, as
attorneys, to step away from our
ksks arid computers, and touch
history.”

‘You don’t think that the people you
pass on the street could be Holocaust
survivors, and the idea that there are

people within our community who could
be helped is very exciting.’

Catherine Caouette,
Paul Hastrgs


