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Place of birth: Taft
Law school: Hastings College of Law
Law firm: Robie & Matthai

Practice area: Defense of legal mal-
practice actions; catastrophic injury
cases; Representation of judges in mat-
ters before the Council on Judicial Per-
formance

Recent work: Potential revisions to the
rules of procedure for the Council on Judi-
cial Performance. Multiple issues regarding
the court system in her role as president of
the Los Angeles County Bar Association.

Most difficult case: For Matthai, the most
legally and factually complex recent matter
was a legalkmalpractice action arising out
of a series of real estate and securities

transactions and the
subsequent  litiga-
tion. Matthai said
the other “difficulty”
is dealing with the
understandably emo-
tional reaction of
some of her legally
sophisticated clients
when they are sued
or face discipline.

Biggest obstacle:
Matthai said the
biggest obstacle is getting things done
in an atmosphere where there are peo-
ple who act only in their own selfinter-
est and who are so rigid in their think-
ing that they cannot comprehend anoth-
er viewpoint. The only way to deal with
them is persistence, persuasion and, if
that fails, finding a way around them.

— Drew Combs




