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Atwtworlt of ro1uners £inm many of
the nation leading law firrns re
crtiited through a Lo Angeles lnitin

live, is helping to write what appears to he
the last ehaptc in the long and con
tutious hzstory of repaiaoons to Holo

caust wtin s
Lhe nindup romts oem too soon for

the esti r atrd %0 000 to Th,0 10 ientaitiwg
elfrihle survis ors around the wnrl4, most
now in their BOs and 00s

(‘redit for this derelopmmtt goes tp
press tire applied by A rierni r*niaso
lions apti legislators,a well as some ener
gene red tape cutting bf the present Gew
man government.

rho ghetto work reparations program
applies to a littlmkuewn class of Jews who
wotked In the Nazi-run ghettos of gasttfto
hurope on a ‘voIuntary” or “at”wilP basis,

Such “volunteers were oompcnsated
by meager payments or an extra loaf of
bread and may have had little actual hoicc
if they wanted to survive, hut they were
differentiated frotu ‘ferqed lahorere”

Their work might range from cleaning
Grnm barracks, digging in peat hogs or
removing maggot infested corpses after
the Warntw Ghetto uprising n as crushed
Many of th workers were later deported
to rtmcehtrdtio camps and perished In
the Holocanst

hen the now program was an-

appUcants
The German governimnt will mtke a

one-time payout of 2 000 cmos, non
equivalent to $5,000, to each foi nu r ghel
to worker. This may net he a munifict t

sum, but it carries both symbolic s aloe i

an acknowledgment ofresponsihilit ml
nsattirkil value to man urn

“More than 25 icent it. ur n us r
lit below the povei ty line,” said &hmidt.
“Pe morning, onmy way t rk II
a food ngntry and see some of them Urn d
0ff That’x shameful”

Of rh S0000 (according t, Grmaii

figures) to 75,000 lsay American experts)
worldwide survivors who quali for gher
to work reparations, about half are esti
mated toliy in IsraeL

In the United States, the figore is about
20,000, with half living in New York and
5,000 to 6,000 in Los Angeles.

Many elIgible survivors are reluctsnt to
apply for the reparations, saying that they
have bpe denied their claims so many
times In the past that they don’t want toga
through nfl the forms and traumatic mom
cries again, Schmidt noted,

TIm original ghetto work reparation
program terted in 2003 and was admini’a
terd by the Social Secturityoffices of the
various qgrman provinces. It turned into a
bureaucratic mghtmare, in which respons
Cs wrc delayed by years ad 02 percent of

“More than 25 percent of survivors
exist below the poverty line”
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I ii men of widely di irate ha ‘l
i minds got togethei to spre id the ii or I
and set up a national training course fUr
pro hone lawi ers and social service agen
cii ‘a in Ia t th tewish I amily Sen icr

Got i Velkrx Schmir a German
lawct in charg of I U beat at ‘at bated ‘icr
a ice it Bet 1 nr deli, and the ot hr r is Shim
Ii 1 ci > a senior attorney with the law
firm of Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, as vi ell
as an oidaincd rahhi

With the active support of his firm,
Levy now spends half of his working tune
as national coordinator for a network of
40 50 maor law firms in 20 cities to prm
ride professional ada icr to survivors.

‘rIds kind of pro hono arrangement Ia>
law firms is quite common, Levy said,
adding. “Whatever >au hear about
law> era, the indicator of a first-rate law
firm nowadays is the extent of its coninru
nity sin ‘cc,’

Levy is getttng read> to distribute 500
copies of a one hour ft aining DVI> com
ceivrd by S ‘hr dt no espla n the forms
an I ha ligroun inforn a in requir ‘ii 1’

lions as en U me I
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deadlines ‘ire their advanud ages”
Schmidt cheers oil.

Schmidt has fi od 4611 a I Ii at ens
since Januar>, of as I ich 16 hna r een ap
grin ed as it)> zero dental, and Ia has inst
barn notified that inhalattants if flit’
wartime Shaugh ii ghetto, though it w as
not undqr direct German control, are alas
eligible under the program

At 42, Schmidt has had dual legal Ca
rcers in Germany and California, including
stints at the German Supreme Court anti in
the Crescent City dastrk t attorney’s office
in northern California,

After private practice in l.os Angeles,
specializing or mmmi ration nd T>uropean
I, w, hr joined Bit 1 red&’li Inst October,

Schmidt, who avas horn ascII after th
Nazi era, said he as asn’t trying to atari ‘fin
the crimes of an earlier German genera
tion tn his present work Iiowevet, he
added, “as long gs there is one survivor
abase and in nec I, dir chapter 1 not hit a
i,d’ •
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